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FACTS    ABOUT    SUBLIMITY  FARMS 


Official  Name:  Sublimity  Farms 

Location:     -  In  Laurel  County,  southeast  Kentucky,  2  miles  from 

London . 

Number  of  Units:  66 

History  of  Project:        Sublimity  Farms  was  initiated  by  the  Resettlement 

Administration  in  co-operation  with  the  Forest  Service 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture ,  February  16,  1936. 
Construction  of  houses  by  the  Forest  Service  got  under 
way  about  November  1  of  that  year  and  the  work  was 
completed  about  June  30,  193  7,  and  turned  over  to  the 
Farm  Security  Administration,  vTashington,  D.  C.  The 
project  is  now  under  -chc  supervision  of  the  Forest 
Service,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Purpose  of  Project:        The  Sublimity  community  is  a  project  designed  by  the 

Forest  Service  as  a  proving  ground  for  needed  land  use, 
social  and  economic  adjustments  in  the  Kentucky  mountains, 
where  the  continued  depletion  of  forest  resources  is 
reflected  in  a  poverty  stricken  people  endeavoring  to 
exist  by  farming  land  primarily  unadaptable  to  such 
purposes.    The  community  will  provide  decent  housing 
and  economic  independence  on  the  basis  of  forest  employ- 
ment and  part-time  farming . 

House  Description:  59  new  houses  have  been  constructed  and  7  existing 

dwellings  were  renovated.     Root  cellars,  barns,  and 
coal  sheds  were  built  for  each  homestead.     The  14  full- 
time  farm  units  have  chicken  houses.     Each  home  has 
modern  plumbing  and  electric  wiring.    Twenty-eight  of 
the  new  houses  have  four  rooms,  and  31  have  five  rooms. 

Project  Description:       5o3  acres  of  land  is  divided  into  52  part-time  and  14 

full  time  farming  units.     Supplementary  income  for  the 
part-time  homesteaders  will  be  available  from  work  in  the 
adjacent  Cumberland  National  Forest.    All  of  the  farms 
arc  in  a  closely  contiguous  group.     Land  for  community 
pasture  and  woodland  has  been  set  aside.    Each  homestead 
has  a  modern  water  and  sanitary  scwr.ge  disposal  system. 
Project  reads  have  been  built. 
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The  Homesteaders:  All  families  have  been  selected  from  those  living  on 

land  that  was  acquired  by  the  Farm  Security  Administra- 
tion for  the  Cumberland  National  Forest.     At  present, 
there  arc  48  families  in  residence  at  the  project.  The 
family  selection  has  been  undertaken  by  the  Forest 
Service  which  will  administer  the  project.     All  families 
arc  of  sturdy  American  stock  and  have  lived  in  the  area 
for  several  generations.     They  formerly  farmed  submar- 
ginal  land  and  have  been  anxious  to  obtain  good  farming 
land  within  the  project  bounds.     They  were  selected  on 
a  voluntary  basis.     The  farming  activities  of  the  home- 
steaders will  be  supplemented  by  part-time  work  in  the 
Cumberland  National  Forest. 
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